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Mikiyasu Nakayama is the CEO (Chief Executive Officer) of the Global Infrastructure Research 
Foundation Japan (GIF Japan). He received his Ph.D. in Agriculture from the Graduate School of 
Agriculture, the University of Tokyo in 1986. From 1986, he served as a program officer with the 
United Nations Environment Programme in Nairobi, Kenya. In 1989, he was appointed Associate 
Professor at the Department of Agricultural Engineering, Faculty of Agriculture, Utsunomiya 
University, and Associate Professor at the United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences, Tokyo 
University of Agriculture and Technology. In 1994, he was appointed as a Water Resources 
Management Specialist at the World Bank (Washington, DC, USA) for the Middle East and Africa 
Department (until 1996). In 1999, he was appointed Professor at the Department of Environment 
and Engineering, Faculty of Agriculture, Utsunomiya University / Professor at the United Graduate 
School of Agricultural Sciences, Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology (until 2004). In 
2004, he was appointed Professor, Department of International Studies, Graduate School of 
Frontier Sciences, The University of Tokyo. He retired from the University of Tokyo in March 
2020. He was appointed Professor Emeritus, the University of Tokyo, in April 2020. He served as 
Managing Director, Global Infrastructure Research Foundation Japan from 2020 to 2024. He 
assumed his current position in June 2024. 
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